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"The knowledge and study of oriental language,
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Farugi Sirhindi" (4)
<1 U B BB e e At
The history of the Nagshbandi order would be of
some interest if it could be recovered, not merely
because it has played an important part in Muslim
thought, but also because it has had no little influence
on the political vicissitude of India, Mesopotamia, and,
to a less extent Turkey. (5)
e W i eSshd Bt #EL0)
WSV S e o I S s
(e UPZ 00 s L LS5k
S St PL BT it
_LLE{//lfbdM/iigaf%l}/uQVc
(T.W.Arnold)fd:/T_x,‘:j_é/é;{
+#"The Preaching of Islam" (06T 2§ 1 4k.T2s,
Ukt @uw@a’,u/ﬂ-‘g U KJV&VJQ!"(VJ;IAM

4, Brown, John P. , The Darrivishes or Oriental
Spiritualism edited by H. A. Rose ( Frank cass & company
Limited, 1968)P.444

5. Ibid, P.435
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Wzt 21 g L it et n By S P
-
In the reign of the Emperor Jahangir ( 1605-1628)
there was a certain Sunni theologian, named Shaykh
Ahmad Mujaddid, who especially distinguished
himself by the energy with which he controverted the
doctrines of the shi'ahs : the latter being at this time in
favour at court, succeeded in having him imprisoned
on some frivolous charge, during the two years that
he was kept in prison he converted to Islam several
hundered idolaters who were his companions in the
same prison. (6)
j@@,gug’,guy,%g(mmmm)fwwf
LA PSS S P2 SISy P U s
ST IEL S s o Ut S 584 o st
Jfou’tLuﬂutu;é,‘}d/ux,»_dﬂj‘lu}ywﬁLu/,g/?ruﬂu
WISt et 1Ay S UL

6. Arnold, T.W., The preaching of Islam ( Lahore:
Shirkat-i-Qualam,1956) P.412
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(Encyclopedia of /{1521 J.:,y“uéu_,uz,mf_x%s-é
&AL U Ve P ) s U Religion and Ethics)
"Missions L&l gu?utjaii/o:f&bu
:@J%J/“;uﬁ(Muhammadan)"

In India, in the 17th cent., a theologian, named
Shaikh Ahmad Mujaddid , who had been unjustly
imprisoned, is said to have converted several
hundered idolaters whom he found in the prison. (7)
J!ﬁui'gﬁ_%,{jﬂértKJ?QJHVVguﬁdMQﬂfuﬁu%M
cf.fgf/cuf.'Ux.”rbﬂcﬁ;l}é’cu;”’;'f&acf“'uﬁl’yd:uhéié}
_Q/(U/’Jfﬁl"fu}‘z

" Saints and L Ge nfle Ut SlIEAEIL 2T Ay
SISz e e 2ol 455 S Lt Martyrs”
I

The Nagshbandi order did not attain such a vogue in
India as the others, it was introduced there by Shaikh

Ahmad al-Faruqi, who died at Sirhind in 1625, and

7. Arnold, T.W., Missions (Muhammadan), in
"Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics" (Edinburgh: T&T. Clark,
Third edition, 1953) Vol. VIII, P.748.
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there are several other shrines of this order in India,
notably that of Shah Musafir (d.1698) at
Aurangabad.(8)
/J’buf@iu C/JJ/U#;/»J ut’/}/v"z.l'}d»&.
(Lsxim/u:mm&mk{u%y;/@w'a@uwtﬂgug;gtb
AlmslB Tl P e lpe on §L &1 Uk il
_+/GJGJVK(;|w9AJP)
{(H.A.R. Gibb)o/_ T I_&
"Mohammadanism - An MQ!JJM/
J!/'J/é_ﬂz_//}Kufwfuufflwubuistorical Survey"
During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries a
succession of remarkable scholars strove to restate
the bases of Islamic theology in a manner which
broke away from the formalism of the orthodox
manuals and laid new stress upon the psychological
and ethical elements in religion. Among the more

outstanding figures in this movement, which has not

8. Arnold, T.W.,Saints and Martyrs, Op. cit, Vol. P.69
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yet received the attention it deserves, were the Syrian
Abdal-Ghani of Nablus ( 1641-1731) and the Indians
Ahmad Sarhindi(1563-1624)and Shah Wali Allah of
Delhi (1702-62) (9).
Ao Foiol & 5 lesttgpnd Sar sl ) 53
f,.,,wugﬂﬁ54/51&&?L“,Cw{u,,g&&/a;wdmf i
Sf AN omig ot 381t QLEUE i o S 190
AN Jeskr sl (oL b;uwwu)ﬁtﬁ%& e .:,ng"ugu'
U=t SEGIZIPEIZer) Gho bt ds ol GRITEI0F) Sac -
ST L8PS ML F
{(UNESCO Writers) o4y
"History of ?CJ/J!;Lnélﬁui' ;IQM(L}%!“AL;@;{
:‘agfl[u.’f.l;wiu!ﬁﬂf/gkdm/iﬂéa/"’uﬁMankind"
In the seventeenth century Ahmad Sirhindi attempted
to reintroduce freedom of speculation and discussion
into the tarigas of India but won a following chiefly

because of the great intensity of his mysticism. He

9. Gibb, H.A.R.,Mohammadanism-An Historical Survey (London,

Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 1948) P.111
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launched the doctrine of Wahdat al-Shuhud (unity by
witness) as against that of wahdat al-Wujud (unity by
existence)..... As the power of Islam declined in India,
his followers were among the most zealous in urging
Muslims to restore by words and arms the
paramountacy of the Sharia. (10)
sl S S ST UG L Sr il S San 30
e e Lo S SP et S UL il s
Jg P CY IR &M))JK}J’&M}L?«T'Z ffﬁbd/g//;‘/.
VAUV N S gu?'d}jg(a}yﬁ%/)gayj))nylc«y;
2 TP Ser phal idnd# nedbd
& e QeI g i i
:(D.N. Marshal)ﬁt_cjjl_df
”&L*Jluf5&;'9"4,;3?”"Mughals in India"./C(&:lJ%l.
2l L
Ahmad Farugi Sirhindi..... was imprisoned at Gawalior

in1028/1619 but later pardoned and received from

10. Gottschalk, Louis et.al., History of Mankind (Unesco, 1969
Printed by Unwin Brothers Limited Woking and London) Vol IV,
P.436-37
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emperor Jahangir a Khil,at and a present in cash. (11)

A E LGN 18 g shorS S Gastt
U S B el F et i oS Slon
:(J.Spencer Trimingham) (”6(5/‘/"{!;

The Sufi Orders JJ el x5 Ao 54055
&e_ﬂwgyuu:m-‘gu‘”ﬁccgu:;mm:,(tiin Islam
@/Wﬂ‘}“"&/uﬁ
Of the various lines diverging from Bagi Billah two,
which contrasted greatly in outlook, were that through
his son, Husam-ad-din Ahmad (A.D. 1574-1633)
following a pantheistic line, and a somewhat bigoted
Sunni movement inspired by Bagi's pupil, Ahmad
Faruqgi Sirhindi (A.D. 1563-1624). nicknamed
Mujaddid-i-Alf-i-Thani (reformer of the second
Millenium), who, within his sphere of influence,
attacked the link of sufism with antinomian mysticism

and advocated what came to be known as the

11. Marshal, D.N., Mughal in India (Laond & New York:
Mansell Publishing Limited, 1967) P.48



PV (i) 3t

Shuhudiyya doctrine derived from al-Simnani. His
reaction against Akbar's tentatives towards religious
syncretism earned him the emperor's disfavour, but
his reformist outlook won the support of subsequent
Mogul emperors. (12)
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12. Trimingham, J. Spencer, The Sufi Orders in Islam

(Oxford University Press at the clarendon Press, 1971) P.95
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The Sources
The concept of Tajdid and the Millenium.
The self Image of Ahmad Sirhindi
Prophecy and Sainthood
Sirhindi's view of the Islamic Tradition. |
Sirhindi's view of the Islamic Tradition I
The Indian environment.
Sirhindi and the Mughal court.
Judgement of Posterity

Conclusion.
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The learned author has taken pains to judge things

independently and has tried to correct the views of
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several contemporary writers of repute. He has
refuted some baseless charges levelled against the
shaykh and has given a picture of his environment, as
depicted in his letters. (14)
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14, Islamic Studies, Vol XI. No. 4 ( December 1972) P.313
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Because of his scholarship he was later invited to the

court of Akbar at Agra. He stayed there for an

unspecified period of time, during which he assisted

the famous Wazir and writer Abu-al-Fazl in his literary

work. (16)
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16. Friedmann, Yohanan, Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi: An
Outline of His Thought and a Study of His Image in the Eyes
of Posterity (London and Montreal;McGill University Press,

1971) P.XIII
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Among the problems over which orthodox and Sufis
guarreled was one that had appeared long before,
and one that Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi thought he had
effectively settled Shaikh Ahmad had maintained that
the mystics were wrong when they argued in such
pantheistic terms as the unity of existence, this was
all illusion. There was instead, he argued, a duality of
existence, Creator and the created were separate.
Nevertheless, many Sufis did not accept his
argument, and this old dispute continued to simmer.
Waliullah sought to resolve it by showing that both

sides were right..... it all depended how one looked at
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Sirhind is also famous as the birthplace in 971/1564

of the religious revivalist and reformer Shaykh Ahmad

Sirhindi. (18)

17. Abbott, Freeland,"The Decline of the Mughal Empire
and Shah Waliullah", The Muslim World, Vol. L11, No.2.
(April 1962) P.120

18. The Encyclopedia of Islam ( Leiden: Brill,1997) Vol.IX,
P.673
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The activity of the Nagshbandis in the subcontinent
was limited during the first century of Mughal rule.
More emotional orders played a greater role. Only
towards the end of Akbar's days,. Khwaja Baqi Billah,
one of the leading masters of the order, came to India
and gained a number of disciples very soon. Among
them was Ahmad Sirhindi (d.1624), who tried to
attract members of the Mughal court to the
Nagshbandi path. Imprisoned for a year at Gwaliar,
he was soon released and eventually gained the
favour of the emperor Jehangir. His aim was to go
back to the pure teachings of Islam, which excludes a

"unity of Being" but admits of the possibility of " unity
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of vision" wahdat ash-shuhud. (19)
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Ahmad Sirhindi has been called, by the great
philosopher Abdul Hakim Sialkoti, the
Mujaddid-i-Alf-thani, the Renovator of the second
millenium, since he appeared at the begining of the
second millenium of the Islamic era in order to restore

orthodox Islam, and he has been praised by his

19. Schimmel, Annemarie, Pain and Grace (Leiden:

E.J.Brill, 1976) P.6
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admirers even in Turkey as the Imam-i-Rabbani. The
Divinely leader of the community..... He saw himself
and three of his descendants as divinely invester
beings, higher even than the Qutb , the pole of the
traditional ,Mystical hierarchy, and destined to guide
the Muslim people as Qayyum. This remarkable
self-consciousness of Nagshbandi leaders, together
with their skill in politics made them more and more
influential in India. Ahmad Sirhindi's successors and
followers successfully worked to peneterate into the
court circles. Shah Jahan's second son, Aurangzab
Alamgir, lent his ear to their advice, and fought
against the ideals which led his elder brother Dara
Shikoh to his attempts to mystical reconciliation
between Islam and Hinduism. (20)
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20. Schimmel, Annemarie, Pain and Grace (Leiden:

E.J.Brill, 1976) P.7
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The orthodox protest was personified in the person of

Ahmad Sirhindi who entered the religio-political scene
at the end of Akbar's reign, and pursued his struggle
under his son Jihangir (1605-1627). Ahmad Sirhindi
was called , by his admire , the Mujaddid-i-Alff-i-thani,
the reformer of the second Millenium, because he
appeared at the begining of the 11th century of Hijra.
He utilized for his teaching the order of Nagshbandiya

which had come from Central Asia and had been
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popular with the first Mughal Emperor as well as with
their Uzbek adversaries,and propagated his ideas
through this rapidly spreading order. (21)
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The Mujaddid drew a clear distinction between Islam
and infidelity, and urged the government to revert
again to the long forgotten Islamic customs, his

fervour for the purity of faith made him even work

21. Schimmel, Annemarie, Gabriel's Wing- A Study into
the Religious ldeas of Sir Muhammad Igbal (Lahore Igbal
Academy, 2nd edition, 1989) P.7.
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against the very influential group of Shia like the
empress Nur Jahan and her father who were
practically ruling the country. Not withstanding these
political efforts, Ahmad Sirhindi's most important
contribution to Indian Islam is the strict refusal of the
doctrine of monistic pantheism (wahdat al-wujud)
which had been laid down in Ibn Arabi theories
submerging almost all the other mystic movements in
the Islamic world from the 13th century onwards.....
He advocated the doctrine of wahdat ash-shuhud
"testimonarian monoism" essential monoism
expressing, according to him, only a subjective
experience, not a metaphysical truth. His influence
has through Nagshbandiya, reached even Turkish
Muslims and impressed them deeply. Igbal , too, was
a great admiror of Imam Rabbani. (22)
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22. Schimmel, Annemarie, Gabriel's Wing - A Study into
the Religious Ideas ofSir Muhammad Igbal (Lahore Igbal
Academy, 2nd edition, 1989) P.8.
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The Nagshbandiyya reached India via Afghanistan in
the late sixteenth century, the major figure in this
development was Khawaja Bagi- Billah, a friend of
many intellectuals in Akbar's days. Ahmad Sirhindi
joined the order and soon began to preach against

the tendencies of the emperor Akbar, which seemed

to many to blur the borders between Islam and
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"infidelity" He would not accept any religious way as
valid with the exception of Islam. His concept was that
of a mystically tinged Islam which yet retained its
pristine purity without any admixture of pagan, that in
this case, Hindu, elements. (23)
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Ahmad Sirhindi, like many other Nagshbandi leaders,
certainly had political ambitions, and this political role

of his, which proved important for the development of

23. Schimmel, A., And Muhammad is His Messenger

(Lahore: Vanguard Books Ltd, 1987) P.217
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Indo-Muslim self-consciousness, has been
highlighted during century by the defenders of the
Two Nation Theory that the Muslims of India form a
closed community sharply distinguished from the
Hindu majority. (24)
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It was Bagqi Billah's disciple Ahmad Faruqi Sirhindi
(1564-1624) who was destined to play a major role in
Indian religious and, to some extent, political life.
Ahmad had studied in Sialkot, one of the centres of
Islamic scholarship during the Mughal period. In Agra

he came in touch with Fayzi and Ab-ul-Fazl, Akbar's

24, Schimmel, A., And Muhammad is His Messenger

(Lahore: Vanguard Books Ltd, 1987) P.217
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favourite writers and intimate friends, who were,
however, disliked by the orthodox because of their
"heretical" views. Ahmad Sirhindi, like a number of his
compatriots, had an aversion to the Shia, to which
persuasion some of the southern Indian rulers
belonged and which became more fashionable at the
Moughal court in the late days of Akbar's rule and in
the reign of Jahangir (1605-27), whose intelligent and
politically active wife, Nur Jihan, was herself a
Shia.(25)
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25. Schimmel, A., Mystical Dimensions of Islam (Lahore

Sang-e-Meel Publications, 2003) P.367
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Although Ahmad Sirhindi composed a number of
books, his fame rests chiefly upon his 534 letters, of
which 70 are addressed to Mughal officials. They
were, like many letters by mystical leaders, intended
for circulation, with only a few of them meant for his
closest friends. He gave utterance to ideas that
shocked some of the defenders of orthodoxy, as can
be seen from some teartises published against his
teachings in the late seventeenth century. The letters
have been translated into Arabic, Turkish and Urdu
from the original Persian, and from them Ahmad
gained the honorific title Mujaddid-i-alf-thani, "the
Renovator of the second millenium” (after the hijra)

and imam-i-rabbani, the divinely inspired leader."(26)

26. Schimmel, A., Mystical Dimensions of Islam (Lahore

Sang-e-Meel Publications, 2003) P.367
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Marijan Mole has interpreted Ahmad's theology well;
he explains the tauhid-i wujudi as an expression of
'ilm al-yaqin, and tauhid-i-shuhudi as 'ayn
al-yaqin.(27)
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27. Schimmel, A., Mystical Dimensions of Islam (Lahore

Sang-e-Meel Publications, 2003) P.368
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Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (971/1564-1034/1624)

initiated third stage of Nagshbandi history, when the
Nagshbandiyyah became an Indian lineage known as
"the renewer of the second millemium"
(Mujaddid-i-alf-i-thani), he was the most famous of
Bagi Billah's disciples and exhibited his extraordinary
spiritual aptitude by becoming a successor to Bagqi
Billah in less than three months more than any other
Indian Nagshbandi after Bahauddin, both redefined
the role of Sufi practice in society and elaborated
Nagshbandi mystical exercises. The renaming of the

path to Mujaddidiyya reflects the significance of
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Sirhindis influence, he is regarded as a co-founder of
the later Nagshbandiyya.(28)
C sl $ale (;wm;mw/m|~rv_mqu)dm/jt5
Ld b -gf cjf,.u’ Kupﬁﬁffﬁﬁﬁ%a%‘é by G TEd Sl ﬁ:
P b EAE () pore Bl Tt Syt
BT NI e PP W TR NS
SRy el Ul dﬁdl}’u«f Uﬂ{(f:v"éu.:ﬂi;v
s b s 1L Eh plonei§y Pren§E b
LN Uy B it T /56 St S50
el
Lnl SR f e Lpl a3t gl o by T
:Lj“?]l)'j/
To unify the Indian Muslim Community, Sirhindi
defined its boundaries according to the Sunni dogma
(aga'id) to counteract the universalizing of all religious

communities through Mughal political structures.

28. Buehler, Arthur F., Sufi Heirs of the Prophet- The
Indian Nagshbandiyya and the Rise of the Mediating Sufi
Shaykh (Columbia University of South Carolina Press, 1998)
P.67-68
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Many members of Akbar's court were among
Sirhindi's large circle of disciples. After Akbar's death,
Muslim self-identity in the sub-continent became
progressively more clearly defined,in part due to
Mujaddidi political influence and alliances, even
though the patronage of Non-Muslim religious
institutions was continued under Aurengzeb
(d.1118/1707) and later rulers. (29)
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29. Buehler, Arthur F., Sufi Heirs of the Prophet- The
Indian Nagshbandiyya and the Rise of the Mediating Sufi
Shaykh (Columbia University of South Carolina Press, 1998)
P.68.
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Grant me greatness in this world and the hereafter.
For the sake of the incomparable Guide of the Truth,
Hazrat Mujaddid-i-Alf Thani.(30)
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The Nagshbandi reform movement spearheaded by
Ahmad Sirhindi in South Asia in the seventeenth
century. (31)
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Ahmad Sirhindi,known also as Mujaddid-i-Alf-i-Thani,

30. Werbner, Pnina, Pilgrims of Love--- The Anthropology
of a Global Sufi Cult (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2005)
P.XV

31. Ibid, P.51
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(the Renewer of the second Millenium) was a highly
complex and somewhat ambigious historical
character whose life and writings are open to many
different and often conflicting interpretations. While he
colaborated and developed Sufi cosmology and
theosophy even beyond---and in argument with
----their original formulation by Ibn-e-Arabi, Sirhindi
also stood out as a strong proponent of strict shari‘at
observance. Although arguably a Sufi above all else,
he famously involved himself in the affairs of the
Mughal state and defended the dominance of Sunni
Muslims, their purity and ascendancy, in relation to
shi'as, Hindus, and other religious groups in south
Asia. (32)
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32. Werbner, Pnina, Pilgrims of Love--- The Anthropology
of a Global Sufi Cult (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2005)
P.159.
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Ahmad Sirhindi was a Sufi reformer and important

early seventeenth century figure in the history of
Nagshbandi order in India. (33)
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Everyone hundered years there is a Mujaddid of a
hundered years who can hear the voice of the
Prophet ( Peace be upon him). Once in a thousand
years there is a Mujaddid of a thousand years, a man

of great achievement. The last renewer of this kind

33. Werbner, Pnina, Pilgrims of Love--- The Anthropology
of a Global Sufi Cult (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2005)
P.159.
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was Shaikh Ahmad Faruqi, Mujaddid-i-Alf-i-Thani, the

founder of the Nagshbandi tariga in India. He is

burried in Sirhind. (34)
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34. Werbner, Pnina, Pilgrims of Love--- The Anthropology
of a Global Sufi Cult (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2005)
P.198.
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